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Soundedin 1920ty Purarmchanan Yoganan

“Those icho have come to Self-Realization Fellowship truly secking in.
ward spiritual help ehall receive what they seck from God. Whether thes
‘come while I am in the bods, or efterard, the possar of God thraugh the
link of the SRF Gurus shall flow into the decotees just the same, and

shall be the cause of their salvation. e e

Deas Frionds,

‘Some of you have inqulred about & mater that 16 of comern 50 all of us who care decp.
1y 2bout Gurudeva's work:  legal itustion InvoIving SRP nd & group caled Ananda. Sincs
January 1850, when Ananda reincozporated under the name “Chureh of Self-Realzation”
e have boen faced with & challenging siuation that could have @ significent sffect on
‘Gurudeva’s work—both now aad in the furire.

We kad by alluded 1 this masern our Spring 1990 Voluntary League Appeal, and
have spoken it or writen t Some of you ind1vidualty sincs that time, Though t was not.
Gurudeva’s way io taik aboul, crganizationa) problems, in crver to Create understanding o
‘would sometimes gather the devotees around him and nformally discuss such matters, T

the same opiriL, e would ke to address the cocerns Some OF O have expressed, abd lot
‘you know why we oventually used Jegal means to try o resolve ths lssues tmvolved. We

e the best way to do 50 is 1 share wish you, s members of our spisitusl family, some of
Guradeva’s iatentions for hia work of Self Realization. To understand our concorn over.

Ansndas change of name, ons woukd need
4 have soms baskground

A Sacred Trust

From the very beginning of
mission that brought hims to America,
Gunideva poured bis divins love, enhusk
a5 and energy nto conveying to recep-
tive souls the Rriya Yoga teachings of his
uru and pasameurus. He shared foesly
st il tho Smspiration that fowed from
his communon vith God. But, Gur wras
aleo endoved wnh & far-sightad practioal
11 Knowing that even divinely ordsined
teachings havo boen changed over time
through persanal interpreiation aod tnnovation, he took steps 1o pacpetate his own teach
ings In their erignal Jurity and Integrity. 1t was for you—his stidents and disoiples—that
‘e eneated a single onganization to TR the mission he was ordalned to carry out by his
oru, Suwami Sri Yuteswas, and by Mahavatar Babafl
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hartered under the aws of the State of California in 1935 as & nanprofit corpsration,

designed to exist perpesually” Tn this onganization Gurudeva vasted the gum of his lfes
‘moek, by prepasing and sigiing a Wil and an Assignment, (of rights). Haviag placed in e
esping of SR the fruits of his divine tnspiration and lfelong efforts, ho said at the first
Convocation in 1057

“1 hae been glad 1o dedicate all my books and all things that T had o this
cause of Self Realization Fellouship. 1 am spiritually connected with the
cause, and of course, I am also on the Board of Directors. But eversthing
hos been dedicated to the cause.”

A personal etz i his own hand affiems this

“Al the proceeds of all my buoks and magazines I never take, but are ouncd by
Self Realization Fellowship — fo spread our work and maintain our institutions.”

1n 1949 he bound his intentians tnto the By Laws of Self Heatization Fellowship, which
state In part:

“Upon the incorparation of the Self Realtsation Fellowship Chiirch, all funds,
properties, tangible and intangible, of evers kind held by Paramahansa
Yogananda were turned over and transferred to this corporation (SRE)"

‘Builang & woridwids organization wes a role far remaved from the simpliety of hermiy
‘age lfe m the ancient land of Indla. Bub Gurvdeva willingly shonkdered that responsibilty
for the sake of the souls w0 would be deawn to these taschings. Those who wers it him.
enew him ot only a5  beloved Guru and friend, but 150 &5 o dynamie leader—one who
et tho gattern he wentad for his own organization, end who nefher founded nor author-
izod any other, As SRF goew ad devaloped under Ris cirecton, he took an acuie nierest
In every aspect of the work—even the lgal &nd administrative’ — o thas those o coms
might know bis wishes.

o chose for the name of his onganization In the West (s ioternational seciety) @ distine.
ive transiation of the rame he had given o bl Socery in India—Yogoda Gatsanga. “Yogoda®
(@ word h himsaif had coined) means “thal which the science of Yoga imparta? and “Sat-
sanga” means assoctelion with God, with Truth, with good peopler Ho transiated this name

a5 “Self Realization Fellowship?” and explainec: “Through Selfralization e have felloeship it
Gotand i that fellowship we give divine friendship o trth-seckers n ol rligions.”

‘Today, the Ser Realization Fellowship name is kniown by hundreds of thousands of
mermbers and friends hroughout the world, who associats . yith the organization
‘Gurudeva osiablished almost 75 years ago and with his messag of Kriya Yoda,

Yo wll b esereste 0 Ko, {07 e, that Ourusav. ol inated th Canter Bulleing,and ihe
Lessons Applicaion and Fides, And bagan the pracissof cormumiesting with Lescons sHdunla o
certain poiots in el 6y, 0 this day w follow 108 180 precodants oe 90
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The fach thal Gurudeva endowed a single arganization with his honasctarien teashings
#7170 vy takes away from his universa! allembracing spi. His love is unconfined by
‘boundaries and will ever reach ot t tiose who furn to him wit siscerity and devotion,
regariess of organizational afflation. But for those who enter the sscred gurudisciple
Telationship, his spiritual help is avallable 1n speoial measure throngh Kriys Yoga. A
Drofoundly effective method of God-communion, Eriya Yoga 16 alao & divine covennt
between the Guru and his disciplas

Kriya Yoga 8 glven by Paramahansel s the sacred solencs he received from his Gurs,
ehich had been pessed down from Mahavatar Babaji o Lahiri Mahssaye. To asaure fts
puricy and to maintain the link betwesn himself a3 the Guru and sucesding generations
of discipies, Gurudeva carefully specified how 1, Showld be tmparted thareafier. *lar the
st n this line of Gurus .. ~Paramaansall sad, “When 1 am gone, the eachings il be the
urs. Through the SRF teachings you il e n tune with me and with the Great Gurus oho seat
me.” e emphasized the uniqus role SRY was to play in safeguarding hie Kriya Yoga teach-
Ings. A discipe of Gurudeva sioeo 1931, our revered presideat, Sei Daya. Mata. sald:

“One of the greatest responaibilities that Guruji placed upon the shoulders of
Daya Ma and his other disciples was this: ‘As T have brought this teaching fo
you and kept it pure as it was given to me by God and my gurs, s0 1 give you
this responsibility: heep it pure, undluted by anything'.. And that is why ou
see that neither Daya Ma nor any of these other disciples have attempied or
presumed in any way fo change or fo dilute with personal innovations what
he taught.”

‘The Unique Ralo of Gurudeva’s Organization

‘Guruseva hed keen understanding of humsn nature. He ke that many would tend
0 Interpres, his teachings in thelr own way, and form thelr individual opinions about
the directlon his work should take. He reeognized, therefore, how vital - was to proveat
fragmentation of the woridredeeming messads he was Inaugurating. To thiz end, hie
‘unified and direcied all the vasisd acrivities savolvad with his miseion under the banner
of Self Realization Rellowship. On July 8. 1948, shortly after his great samadil,
Gurudeva wrote the followiag words t0 the SRF Centes leader in Mexico Clty:

“After the great cisitation of Disine Mother I sce more clearly how She wants
this work (o be directed and therefora I write this letter.... we must remember
that in the second or third gencration of our work everything must be central-
ized here at Headquarters, otheraise disisions will begin and aur work will
fall apart. You and thote with me mow are of the first generation, and I do not
worry about you for you have had contact with me and know how the work
stiould be spread, but those to follow after us will make mistakes unless all
the work is centraliced under one department — under the Mother Center"

‘Through these many years, thie Mothes Center hag remained the fountainhead from
hich Gurudeva’s teashings Ao out to countlsss people around the warld. Because of the

Sy



[image: image4.jpg]universal appeal and practos merit of ks teachings, many of b thoughts have beer in-
corporatad ato the Work of & number of religious teashers. This 15 1 be expected with the
passag of time. A3 Gury 1aUgh us, the WPl 15 DIg enough for all. His aim in founding.
BRE yras to guarantce that regardless of how many groups present his teachings in varied
forms, there would always be one clearly dlfforantiated, orginal sauree from which seskers
could cotain them a5 he istendsd they be given. Presented in this way, Gurudeva's Kriya
Yoea teachings offer a balanced course in the art of living, 23 well e & complete path 1o
(God. Thus he gava specifc direction that Selr Reatzation Fellowship ol afflsta With othar.
erganizations (however workhy in their own sight), 1 order o maintain SRS distnative
identicy and ensuce that his Goclety not be diverted from 1t v mission.

“The Need for Legal Action
For many years we hava recsived Inquiries as to whethet Ananda ia amliated with Self-
Healization Pellowship. Some individuals have actually mistaken it o & brandh of SRY,
though they later ind there are differences in practice and approsch betesn tho t0 G-
ganizasions. Why are those differences not recognized - 1T Vie heva heard various rea-
sons—for example, the use of Gurudeva's
name, phoiographs, and words In certain con-

e Al Sia of unca's v seenis SELF-REALIZATION FELLOWSHIP

and otier matertals at ims closely esembled
those of 8RE

‘Bacause of the confusion already present,
ur concern increased when we learned that
Anands nad taken the new nams, “Chireh of
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Sl Realization” —a name vary simiar to
*Self-Realization Fellowship® and our legal

name, *Self-Realization Fellowship Ghreh We fel that the

58 of this name — by & gFoup that had alresdy been mis. CHURCH
talken for SRF — would biusthe disinctions between the oF
tat0 groups il further, causing Increasing confusion, noY
only for our estabished woridwide memberahip snd friends, |  SELF
it i for new sookers and busines contacts. comparein. |ory 7o
setexamp)
. TEACHIGS OF PARAMEANSA

Barly asiempis to exchange viows with Ansnds were YOGANANDA
‘unproctucsive. We then had to consider that If we were 1o = Dy
dsfend SRI's gt o distinguh ltee a2 & separate organt- L
sation, our only secowse was t apply for prolaction under n SN e
trademark law, Because of Ananda's increasing commercial | 7Sz i o v

‘use af SRE publications, photos and recordings without per-
mission, e also cansidered seeking the addional remedies provided by copyright faw,
ever before had we been faoed With such & troUBlg dscision, snd e prayed dseply for.
guidance. Out of our pafound desire o honor and uphold Gurudeva's inteations, our
ourss was eharted.



[image: image5.jpg]‘Gourt Butings _As of this time, tho lowr cours has ruled that Asanda may use the
name “Church of Self-Realization” f they Drefuoe i With the word “Anand, and sug.
gesied they make meniion of the fact that they are not affliated with Self Realization
Fellowahip, Some people, however, have contiauied to mistake Anands for SR, and this
‘0urt. docision has been appealed.

‘The potensial for such an innocens yet significast, mstake hss been reiaforced by the
fact that Ansnda has recently ublished their own printing of Autobiography of @ Yogi, asd
we understand they vl selease thetr own vession of Guruis comumentaries o the Fubai-
et of Oma Klaysam. They have opposed Gurudeva's Intention that s writings and other.
OPKD ghould belong t and be disseminatad by Self Realization Pellowship. Tt appears to be
e wish to puibliah 1 disserminate them under thelr own asgis. A% the present tme,
ith respect to som of the Works created by Gurcedava, the lower court has rated that s
inient, that SRE own all the Tights 10 thess Wonks eannos be enforoed. This maiter il also
e appealed. We understand that the courts Wl be further reviawing Gurudeva’s insent,

xpressed in the legal documents mentioned easler and n mumerous othes writings and
talks dating from SRI's founding to bis mahasamadhi

On February 20, 185, st two woeks befor his iahssamadhi, Curi(l thovghirally
‘acknowladged a repors from & loyal diebiple-in Mexioo, In hia reply; Paramabansail
‘xprossed his concam for the Frogress of the work Ehers—a conosrn that encompassed
ven the fate of & mimeograph machine en route to the Center: In matars great and small,
our Gur was not enly & souros of limitless help and biessings to his disciples, but alsp the.
@vine advocats of his organization. To prolect tho Fellowship, he requested in that same
Isttan that all artiles and magasines be capyTightad In the name of Seif Realization Fellow-
i, (0n ccasion, Gurujl copyrighted his publications In s own name, wih the under-
standing that through his Assigamens of 1855 he had transfarred to SKF any rights he
might have

Through the years. wo have reveived many requests Lo tss portions of our Guris
rrisngs, from individuals in all professions an walks of life. I i our Joy 1o ses
inereasing recognition of Gurudeva's broad humanity and spiritual siature, and we
welkome this intersst i his thoughts and [dsals.

‘Regarding Ananda’s use of the term “Selfsealization,” we want to explain that cur.
‘concern extends only t ts use in the Ananda name and in any other manner which
srovla kely confuse members of the ublic about the soures af goods ar services. : has
‘GG 10 do wih use of the term In & purely religious context. Nor do e Wieh to dery
‘Yoo the use of Paramakiansaj's Hamo or PhotogReph in eligious servicss, Our Togal
0D Bas rathier o 60 with trademask and copyTight protestion —no: the religious prac-
tioss of others.

I romalns our wish thas this matier might be resclved outsids th courts, A judicial
‘mediator has abiempted 1o arrangs & Tesolution of the lscues, and ft s OuP Nope and.
‘Prayer tat. future attempts wil be made, and that those vl be suocessful.

n this wori there will lueys e & diversity of spirisual paths, resuling from the vary:
ing gouls of different teashers, and responding t the diverse temperaments of individuals.

e



[image: image6.jpg]35 1% OUP a1m 1o jxdge the merits of othier paths, but rathe 2o UphoId tha distineive.
Place of Gurudeva's society among thern. W foel & respOMBILLY 10 e truth-seckers of
the future, who will be confronied with more and more dhoices a5 the Years pass. How vl
they be able to single out What he himself taught from the many variations evalladie from
others? This i  quesiion that, takes on particuler {mportanca with & (Gaching s compre-
ensive and explit: a5 Gurudsva's. The heart and soul ofthis legal mattor is thus very simple:
o lovingly safegusrd what he began —  work bearing the unique imprint of his divine loce and
+oisdom. We Know that as devotees of our beloved Gur, you pray as we o that the final
‘cours decisions vl tak his dosumented wishes into onsideraticn,

“The Guru's Writings
Most of you have come ta know our Gury through his writings, and your lives have.
een tuohied by thiem becauso hia words cary the Vibration of s love aad God-conscious:
ess. Ve lnow you would wan o be Gertain that whataver you read of Gurideva'e fully

vefiscts his thougnis —that & bears his “mprimatir”

Feramahansyl gave to his faithiul disciple Tara Mata the assighment, of editing snd
‘preparing s talks and vrtings for publiation. o susssed her, ho began to Lrain and
work: with Mrinalint Mata. e ensrusiad thesé ehosen disciples-Avith the sacred responsibity.
of compiling and ediling the manuseripts ollowing his dizecsions, £0 that his teschings
woui be published for the ages i falthful
‘acoorc with bis wshes.”

When the Autobiography of o Yoyt ap-
peared in 1846, 1 ad been more than 20
‘yours sincs Tara Mata had begun serving as
Gurudeva's edtor. Refersing to ber editorial
work, Paramaansall wrote: “Only so -
mined & chela as my Lasrie [Tura Mata] could
raise such fine knot-points of scriptural contro-
Dersy.” On many other oscasions ho praised.
her inner atunement, sayng, ~Lauri never o thi tologram, Guru o reforviog o
changes my thoughes. ™ is Autohiography

‘After the passing of Tara Mata, Minalin: Mata became Editorin.Chier as directed by
Paramanansaji. From the time she fist came to his gshram with her family 85 & young
€71 0f 14, Gurudava prepared her for this role. Durtng the final years of his 16e when he
723 working almost uninterruptedly on 1is writings, She Wes v him daly and received
his persanal training snd instrustions. Hl thoughts and wishes are being passed o to
‘others in his society wwho are being simiarly tralned to carry on in the fusire.

‘During our Gurw's ifetime, & number of devotess other than Tera Mats and Mrinalint
Mata were occasionally given various temporary sdlorial tasks. Because e did not have

= Wi ook arwace o sharing with you i 50 nea futre newrs of upeomiag publications as welas
o casetzp 226 vide relosses—aditions to tho growing libeary of S Roalzation tsashings.



[image: image7.jpg]full confidence, however, that these individuals woukd retain his spirt or bis meaniag, he
ould sometimes prefsce Such assignments with the remaTk, *Bt this, bt don's change
Y Words” Indeed, Paramananssji was dissatisfied with some of the early atiempts mads
by well meaning disciples (such as were published n some of the cariy SR magacinss),
‘a0 he gave specifc insictions 107 the elarfcation and correction of those wriings.

5 you may know, the SRI/YSS Iotus emblamm was designated by
‘Pasemahanzal 1o officially represont his sociery and hes bee used
‘oves since to idensity its publications, recordingd, tuikiings, activities,
ote. In additon, we Dave recently adopted & dISUNCIVe new design, or
“trado-dresa” to further help readers idestity the editions of Paraita-
hansaji's vritings publihod according to his own eclorial inseruc.
005, This design—whloh includes an areh.shaped border wih a logo.
& the bottom identitying Self-Realization Pellowstsp 6 the sooiety
foundod by Paramahansa Yoganands—will sppea on tho covers of
SR pubiications. Tese publications ase seviewrsd by the SRP Pubiica:
H0n3 Councl, whose members are trained i the Gury's ideats and
teashings

A Foundation for the Future

(Gurudova realized that the future of s work Would depend not caly spon the spiribial
sy of i writing and talks, b pon the inner afhunernent of these wha would carzy.

o s wishes. That 1s why he gave 5o mueh care and atantion 2 the training of menastc ——
disciples wh. being free of olher responsiilies, could deveta thele Lves unreservedly to
‘secking God. to disseminating his teachings, axd 1o Serving his Erowing spiritual family of

el Reallzation Fellowship. Drawing around him those souls in whorm he saw tho depest
rocepiiviy, Paramahansaji shared the nuances of hi Wishes 107 every facet of tha wark.

These discipies, Who lead thie SRP wosk today, Inoluda the only iving disciples who were

a4y in the Guru's presoncs —even wntl his Jast moments cn this carth,

Knowing that devotess in the furure voul asi ow ey could be suse that his work.
was being guded i attuneisent with hls Wil Gurideva foretakis “There will alcoys be ut
he head o this organiztion men and women of Givin reatization: They shall serve os my spir-
st uccessor and. representative % ol spiritual and organizational matlers.” In this capaciy,
the Prosidant, of Self Reallzation Fellowship acts on babalf of the Guru i suthorzing those
Who may teach his teehniques of God communlon 4ad Eive the sscred Keiya Iniiaticn.

Gurudeva expressly spoke of his trust n Sri Days Mata, whom
A was training for the role of future Prosidont. Just days before bis
passing, he 10ld one of the senior disciples: "Follow her [Daye Matal
e s followed me with 100% devation, 100% obedience, 100% logaly.
Sthe s in tune with e 7 can ook through her " Throrsgh the years sha
" fmwiessly fulilen Gurudeva's teust, Guiding s angenization
WILh wEvering regard for his ideals snd sndards.
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Paramatiansall noied Wih Wry humos, Teferving to the founding of His socierys “The
fulfilment of the sacred trus has not been Gesoid of dificultis. A3 his mission continues o
‘unfold, sa too do the diffculties! When & grea: i radistes goodness 2od truth in this
realm of duality, contrasting shadows are Inevitabla, Yt the diffculties 1 D8 faced along.
the way are insignificant compared o tha World trensforming good that scoompaniss the
apread of Gurudeva’s Kriya Yoga teachings.

W have writien 10 you in the love and dsdication that unitas us 22 & spiriiual family,
fesling tha you WoUld vish 0 Kknow the reasans for the oourse wa have taken. The touch-
stame of our decisions has been and Wil alvays be- “What does Gurudeva wart for his
vronk and for you, his disciples?* FHe was broad and sccepsing of the viewpolpts of al, but
s fire in safeguanding bis tesohings and the spiriual welfare of thoss who choose SR
as their pazh.

T Curudeva's beastiful words at the beginning of this letter, his has declared his sternal
bond with the onganization he founded asel murtured. That bond is our cercainty, and fs will
endure, whatever conolusions the courts may draw, Self Realization Pellowship wil always.
have this mandate given by God and Guru: i make availabia to all truth seekars the pure.
teachings of Kriya Yoga aid to carry on the igh Keats and standards get for thia socler:
Gury zold one of the disciples, “Be steadfast, and remember that the seeds of this work hase.
Ieen planted i the ether by God Himelf,”

In the magnanimous wealth of divine wisdom embodisd i o G wark, we have
‘everything we need 1o know God 0 this lfetima, As we and al future disciples strive to
follow in Gurudeva’s footsieps, hs spiritual legacy will emmain vivid and compeiling for the
enzris to come. His message 1s destined t0 Pl And bransform our Individual ives end
v worid, That is indsed the reason for which he founded Self-Realization Fallowship.

15 the civine love and friendship of Gad and Gury,

Ceriee

‘SELFREALIZATION PELLOWSHIP




