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Selj-Realization Fellowship

‘_"qu nded in 1220 i—g :I:!'ﬂ:-n mahanss ydganan:la

“Those who have come to Self-Realization Fellowship truly seeking in-
wetrd spiritual help chall receive what they seek from God. Whether they
come while I am in the body, or afterwcard, the power of God through the
{ink of the SRF Gurus shall flow into the decolees Just the same, and

shall be the cause of their salvation. elo S ahaEs S e

Dear Friends,

Some of you have inguired about a matter that 15 of concern to all of us who gare dsap-
ly about Gurudeva's work: a legal situation invelving SRF and a group callsd Ananda. Sines
Jamuary 1880, when Ananda reincorporated under the name “Church of Beli-Realization ™
we have besn faced with & challenging situation that could have a significant effert on
Gurudeva's work—Dboth now and in the future,

We bad brisfly alluded to this metter-in our Spring 1980 Noluntary League Appeal, and
hawve spoken with or written to some of you individually =sinee that time. Though it was not
Gurudeva’s way to talk aboul organizational problems, in order to ereate understanding he
would sometimes gather the devotees around him and informally discuss such matiers, In
the same apirit, we would like to address the coneerns some of you have expressed, and lot __
you know why we eventually used legal means to try o resolve the issues involved. We
fesl the best way to do 8o Is to share with you, as members of pur spiritual family, some of
Curudeva's intentions for his work of Self-Reallzation. To understand our concern over
Ananda’s change of name, one would need
to have some background,

A Sacred Trost

From the very beginning of the
mission that brought him to America,
Gurudeva poured his divine love, enthusi-
a8m and energy into conveying to recap
tive souls the Kriya Yoga teachings of his
gurt and paramgurus. He shared frealy
with all the inspiration that flowead from
his communion with God. But Quruji was
&l50 endowed with & far-sighted practical-
Ity. Enowling that even divinely ordained ;
teachings have been changed over time X
through personal interpretation and innovation, he took steps to perpatuate his own teach.
Ings In their original purity and integrity. It was for you— his students and dizoiples —that
he creatad a single organization to fulfill the mission he was ordained to carry out by his
guru, Swarni Sri Yukieswar. and by Mahavatar Bahaji.
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As our Guru later reccunted in his Awtobiography, Sslf-Reallzation Fellpwrship was
chartered under the laws of the State of California in 1935 as a nonprofit corporation,
“designed fo exist perpetually.” In this organization Gurudeva vested the sum of his life's
work, by preparing and signing a Will and an Assignment (of tights). Hawving placed in the
keeping of SHE' the fruite of his divine inspiration and lifelang efforts, he said at the first
Convocation in 1937:

“I have been glad fo dedicate all my books and all things thai I had o this
cause of Self Realization Fellowship. I em spiritually connected with the
cause, and of course, I um also on the Board of Directors. Bul everything
has been dedicated fo the couss.”™

A peraonal letter in his gwn hand affirms this:
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“All the proceeds of all my books and magazines [ never take, bul are owned by
Self-Realization Fellowship — to spread our work and maintain our institefions.”

In 18489 he bound his intentions into the By-Laws of Self-Realization Fellowship, which
state In part:

“Upen the incorporation of the Self-Realization Fellowship Church, all furnds,
properties, fangible and intangible, of every kind held by Paramahansa
Yogananda were turned over and transferred to this corporalion (SRFL™ = _

—

Building & worldwids organization was e role far removed from the simplicity of hermit-
age life in the ancient land of India. But Gurudeva willingly shouldersd that responsibility
lor the sake of the souls who would be drawn to these teachings. Those who were with him
knsw him not only as a beloved Guru and friend, but also a5 a dynamic lsader—one who
set the pattern he wanted for his own organization, and who neither founded nor author
ized any other. As SRF grew and devaloped under his direction, he took an aoute interest
in every aspect of the work—even the legal end administrative™ — op Ehat those 1o come
might know his wishes.

Ha chose for the name of his organization in the West (his international society) 4 distine-
Live translation of the name he had given to his society in India— — Yododa Batsangs, “Yogoda™
{a word hahlmmuhadmmedj means “that which thea scisnce of yoga imparts " and “Sat-
SANFA" means assﬂt‘:iaﬂnnmt-hﬂﬂﬂ,mt.hmmmgmd people” He translated this name

as “Belf-Healizakion Fellowship” and explained: "Through Self-realization we have fellowship with
God; and m that fellowship, we give divine friendship to truth-seekers in all refigions. ™

Today, the Self-Realization Fellowship name is known by hundreds of thousands of
mambers and friends throughout the world, who associate it with tha arganization
Gurudseva establishad almost 75 years ado and with his message of Eriya Yoga.

* You will be intarestad tw know, for axampls, that Gurideva eriginated the Center Bulleting, and the
Lazsons Application and Pledge, and began the practica of commumirating with Lessone students at
certain polnts in thelr study, To this day we follow the many precedonts he et
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The Teachings of Kriya Yoga

The fact that Gurudeva endowed a single organization with his nonsectarian teachings
In no way takes away from his universal all-embracing spirit. His love is unconfined by
boundaries and will ever reach out to those who turn o him with sitcerity and devotion,
regardless of organizational affiliation, But for those who enter the sscred guru-disciple
relationship, hie spiritual help iz avallable in special measure through Eriye Yoga. A

profoundly effective methed of God-communion, Erlya Yoga 1s also a divine covenant
between the Guru and his diseiples.

KEriya Yoga as glven by Paramahanssii is the sacred solence he recalved from his Ouru,
which had besn paseed down from Mahavatar Babaji to Lahiri Mahassya. To assume its
purity and %o maintain the link batwesn himself as the Qurn and succeeding generations
of diseiples, Gurideva carefully specified how It should ba impartad tharssfter “l am the
last in this line of Gurus ., . ” Paramahansafi said. “When I am gone, the teachings will be the
guru. Through the SRF teachings you will be i fune with me gnd with the Grear Gurus who sent
me.” He smphasized the unique role S8RF was to play in safeguarding his Friya Yoga teach-
ings. & disciple of Gurudeva aince 1931, our revered president, Sri Daya Mata said:

“One of the greatest responsibilifies thal Gurafi pmce;i upon the shovlders of
Daya Ma and his other disciples was this: “As T have brought this teaching o
you and kept it pure as it was given to me by God and my guru, so I give you
this responszibility: keep il pure, pndiluted by anything'... And that is why you _
see that neither Daya Ma nor any of these other disciples have attempted or

presumed in any way to change or to dilute with personal innovations what
he taught.”

The Unigue Hole of Gurndeva’s Organization

Gurudeva had keen understanding of human nature. He knew that many would tend
to intérpret his teachings in their own way, and form their individual opinions about
the direction his work should take He recognized, therefore, how vital it was to prevent
fragmentation of the world-redeeming message he was Inaugurating. To this end, he
unified and directad all the varied activities involved with his mission under the banner
of Self-Realization Fellowship. On July &, 1948, shortly after his great somadhi,
Gurudeva wrote the following words to the SRF Center leader in Mexico Cliky:

“After the preart visitation of Divine Mother I sce more clearly how She wanris
this work to be directed and therefore I write this letter.... we must remember
that in the.second or third generation of our work everything must be central-
ized here at Headquarters, otherwise divizions will begin and our work will
fall apart. You and those with me now are of the first generation, and I do not
ivorry about yvou for you have had confact with me and Enow how the work
should be spread, buf those to follow after us will make mistakes unless qll
the work is centralized under one department — under the Mother Center:”

Through these many yesrs, the Mother Canter has remained the founteinhead from
which Gurudeva’s teachings flow out to countless people around the world, Because of the
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universal appeal and practical merit of hic teachings, many of his thoughts have besn in-
corporated into the work of a number of religious teachers. This is to be expected with the
passage of time. As Guriji tavght us, the world is big enough for all. His aim in founding
dEF was to guarantee that regardless of how many groups present his teachings in varied
formas, there would always be one clearly differentiated, original souree from which seskeps
could obtain them as he intendsd they be given. Presented in this way, Gurudeva’s Eriva
¥oga teachings offer a balanced course in the art of living, as well as & complete path to
Cod. Thus he gave specific direction that Self-Realization Fellowship not affiliate with other
organizations (however worthy in thelr own right), in order to maintain SAF's distinetive
identity and ensure that hiz soclety not be diverted from its own mission.

The Need for Legal Action

For many years we have received Inquiries as to whether Ananda is affiliated with Salf-
Healization Pellowship. SBome individuals have actually mistaken it for a branch of SRF.
though they later find there are differences in practice and approach between the two or-
gamzations. Why are thoss differences nob recognized as first? We hewve heard various rea-
sons —for example, the use of Gurudeva’s
name, photographs, and words In certain can-
texts, Also, some of Ananda’s advertisemants
and other matarials at times closely resembled
those of SRE
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Bocause of the confusion already present,
our concern inereased when we learned that
Anands had taken the new neme, “Church of
Salf-Realization” —a name very similar to
“Gelf-Realization Fellowship™ and our legal
nama, “Sa2lf-Realization Fellowship Church ™ We folt that the
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use of this name — by a group that had already been mis- CHUREH

taken for 8RF — would blur the distinetisns betwesn the OF

two groups still further, cansing inereasing confusion, not

only for our established worldwide membership and friends, SELF

but also for new seskers and business contacts. {oompore in- REM..E A’IIBN

sef excample) :

TEACHINGS OF PARAMHBANSA

Early atiempts to exchange views with Ansnda were YOGANANDA

unpraductive. We then had to consider that if we were to *'-ﬁj&iﬁﬁmﬁﬁ:;"‘ﬂﬁﬁ“

defend SRF's right to distinguish itself as a ssparate orgari: T e AN il

zation, our only recourse was to apply for protection under e Sy Sqrize

trademark law. Because of Ananda’s increasing commereial SRR e A Ea A

use of ERF publications, photos and recordings without per-

mission, we also considered sesking the additional remedies provided by copyright lasw,
HWever before had we besn faced with such a troubling decision, and we prayed deeply for
Buidance. Out of our profound desire to honor and uphold Gurudsva's intentions, our
CouUrse was charted.



Court Bolings As of this time, the lower court has ruled tha: Anands MaY use the
name “Church of Salf-Realization” if they preface it with the word “Ananda.” and sug-
gesied they make mention of the fast that they are not affilated with Belf-Realization
Feliowship. Bome pecple, however, have continued to mistake Ananda for SHT, and this
eourt decision has been appealed.

The potential for such an innocent yet significant mistake has been reinforesd by the
fact that Ananda has recently published their gwn printing of Autobiogrophy of &« Yoq, and
we understand they will release their own version of Guruji's commentaries on the Rubai-
yat of Omar Kheyyam, Thay have opposed Gurudeva's intention that his writings and other
WOorEs should belong to and be disseminated by Self-Healization Pellowship. It appears to be
their wish to publish and disseminate them under thelr own aegis. AL the precent time,
with respect to some of the works created by Gurudsva, the lower court has ruled that his
intent that SREF own all the rights to these works cannot be enforced. This matter will also
be appealed. We understand that the courts will be further reviewing Gurudeva’s intent,
expressed in the legal documants mentioned earlier and in numerous othes writings and
talks dating from SRFs founding to his mahasamadhi.

On February 20, 1952, just two weeks before his mahasomadhi, Gurmyli thoughtfully
acknowladged a report from a loyal distiple-in Mexioo, In His reply, Faramahansajf
expressed his concern for the progress of the work there —a eoncern that Encompessed
even the fate of 2 mimeograph machine en route to the Center, In mattars great and small,
our Guru was not cnly a source of limitless help and blessings to his disciples, but alsg the
divine advocate of his organization. To protect the Fellowship, he requested in that same
letter that all articles and magaszines be copyrighted in the name of S=)f-Realization Fellow-
ship. (On oecasion, Gurji copyrighted his publications in his own name, with the under-
standing that through his Assignment of 1935 he had transfarred to SHI any rights he
might have.}

Through the years, we have received many regquests Lo use portions of our Gur's
writings, from individuals in all profesgions and walks of life. It iz our Jjoy to ses
increasing recognition of Gurudeva's broad humanity and spiritual stature, and we -
weleome this interest in his thoughts and ideals.

Redarding Ananda’s use of the term =Self-realization.” we want tao explain that ocur
conceT extends only to it8 use in the Ananda name and in any other manner which
would likely confuse membars of the public about the souree of Eoods or serviess. Tt has
nothing to do with use of the term in a purely religious contesdt. Mot do we whish to deny
anyone the use of Paramabansaji's name or photograph in religious services, Our legal
action has rather to do with trademark and copyright protection —not the religious prac-
tices of others.

It remaine our wish that this master might be resolved outsids the courts, A judicial
mediator has attempiad to arrange & resolution of the issues, and it is our hope and
prayer that future attempts will be made, and thet these will be suppesstal

In this world there will always be a diversity of spiritual paths, resulting from the vary-
Ing goals of diferent teachers, and responding to the diverse temperaments of individuals,
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It 15 not our aim to judde the merits of other paths, but rather to uphold the distinetive
Place of Gurudeva's society among them. We foel a responsibtlity to the truth-seskers of
the future, wha will be confronted with more and more cholces as the years pass, How will
they be able to single out what he himself taught from the many variations available from
othara? This is & question that takes on particular importance with & taaching as compre-
hensive and explicit as Gurudeva's. The heart and soul of this legal matter is thus very simple:
to lovingly safeguard what he begen — a work hearing the unique imprint of his divine love and
twigdorn. We know that as devotess of our beloved Guru, ¥ou pray a2 we do that the finsl
court decisions will take his documented wishes into consideration.

The Guru's Writings

Mopst of you have come to know our Guru through his writings, and your lives have
been touched by them because his words carry the vibration of hiz love and God-conscious-
ness. We know you would want to be certain that whatever you read of Gurudeva's fully
raflacts his thoughts —that it bears his “Imprimatyie”

Paramahzansali gave to his faithful disciple Tara Mata the assignment of editing and
preparing his talks and writings for publication. To succeed her, he began to train and
work with Mrinalini Mata. He entrusted these chosen disciples-with the sacred responsibility
of compiling and editing the manuscripts following his directions, so that his teachinga
wold be published for the ages in falthfual
ancord with his wishes ™

WESTERN :rT_T
UNION =

|-=.'“ =

When the Awtebiography of a Yogi ap-
peared n 1246, It had been mare than 20

FE 0L PISAOTARGELER CALIF, 10, 3%04 MU w7
Yaars since Tara Mata had begun serving as GOAIE BT
T “'""‘"'!1 2T EEAd3LaAn0 S1TT NTe
Gurudeva’s editor Referring to her editorial
= _ Crwdl Earmrsy u—.ar_.:rgm_ztﬂ,._ 1::|__||1 H2 BSER FOGA EBorw 5_‘.5
work, Paramahansall wrote: Ohtly so illu- OF 1N BSOS ARA|VED SLLT-RCALITATISN WILL UARCR B4 L
' - REE THRE N1 BAYI W Bo0H KD TOUR EFFORET DEATWEESE
T"J”Ed a EhEh as my .F..-ﬂll::"'lf:‘ -rTurﬂ Mﬂm}mu:d I::I.II:I:IITIIEI II'I IT.EE ﬁEI: I_IE I-':"rl JHI:I i-qi 31!_' Fl'l[l: llﬁ_:ﬁ
: o ] gt TF B00 AREEADY Haf TREALZAY, AA1TC=
taise such fine knot-points of scriptural contro iz
versy,” On many other occasions he praised
her inner atmnement, saying, “Laure never In this telegram, Gurujl 5 referring Lo
changes my thoughts.” his Aurobingraphy

After the passing of Tara Mata, Mrinalini Mata became Editor-in-Chief, ag directed by
FParamahansaji. From the time she first came to his ashram with her family as a young
girl of 14, Gurudeva prepared her for this role. During the final years of his life when he
wWas working almost uninterrupledly on his writings, she was with him datly and recsived
his personal training and instructions. His thoughts and wishes are being passed on to
othera in his society who are being similarly tralned to carry on in the fusure,

During our Guru's hifetime, & numbear of devotees other than Tara Mats and Mpinalini
Mata were occasionally given various temporary editorial tasks. Because he did not have

= We look forward Lo sharing with you In the near future news of upcoming publications as well
new cassatia and video releases—additions to the growing library of Self-Realization teschings.
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full confldence, howeaver, that thess individuals would retain his spirit or his meaning, he
would sometimes preface such assignments with the remark, “Edit this, but don't change
my words.” Indeed, Paramahanszji was dissatisfied with some of the early attempts made
by well-meaning disciples (such as were published in some of the early SHF magarineg),
and he gave speciflie instructions for the elarification and correction of those Writings.

Az you may know, the SHF/YSS lotus emblem was deslgnated by
Paramahanssall o officially represent his somety and has been used
ever since to identify its publications, recordings, tilding=s activities,
ele In addition, we have recently adopted & distinetive new design, or
“trade-dress,” to further help readers identify the editions of Parama-
hansaji's writings published according to his own editorial instrue-
tions. This design—which includes an arch-shaped border with a logo
&t the Dottom identifying Self-Realization Pellowship as the soolety
founded by Paramahansa Yogananda—will appear on the covers of
SHF publications. These publications are reviewed by the SRF Publica-
Hons Council, whose members are trained in the Guri's ideals and

teachings,

A Foundation for the Futura

Gurudeva realized that the future of his work would depend not only upon the spiritual
lagagy of his writings and talks, but upon the inner attunement of those who would CATTY
cut his wishes. That Is why he gave so much care and attantion to the training of monsstin cem-—
disciples who, being free of other responsibilities, could devota their lives unreservedly to
sesking God, to disseminating his teachings, and to serving his growing spiritual family of
Seli-Realization Fellowship. Drawing around him those souls in whom he saw the deapest
receDlivity, Faramahansaji shared the nuances of his wishes for evary facet of the worl.
These diseiples, who lead the S8RP work today, include the only bving disciples who were
daily in the Guru's presence —even until hic last moments on this carsh.

Enowing that devotess in the future would sk how they could be sure that his work
was being guided in attunement with his will, Gurzdeva foretold: “There will always be ot
the head of this erganization men end women of divine realization. They shall serve oz my spiri-
tinl successor and representative in all spiritual and organizational matters.” In this capacity,
the President of Belf-Realization Fellowship acts on behalf of the Guru in authorizing thosa
who may teach his techniques of God-communion and give the sacred Eriya Initiation.

Curudeva expressly spoke of his trust in S Daya Mata, whom
he was training for the role of future President. Just days before his
passing, he t0ld one of the senior disciples: “Follow her {Daare Mata].
She hos followed me with 100% devotion, 100% cbedienes, 100% logperity.
Sheis in tune with me. { can work through hee® Through the years she
has flawlessly fulfillad Gurudeva's trust, guiding his organization
with unwevering regard for his ideals and standards.




The Future of Gurudeva’s Organization

Paramahansajl noted with wry humor, referring to the founding of his sopiety: “The
fulfillment of the sacred trust has not been devoid of difficultics.” As his mission continues to
unfold, 5o too do the difficulties! When & great light radiates goodness and truth in this
realm of duality, contrasting chadows are inevitabls, ¥et the difficultiss to be fapad along
the way are insignificant compared to the world-transforming geod that acoompanies the
apread of Gurudeva’s Eriye Yoga teachings.

Wa have written 1o you in the love and dedication that unites us as a spiritial family,
fesling that you would wish to know the reasons for the course wa have taken. The touch-
stome of our decisions has been and will always be: “What does Gurudeva want for his
work and for you, his disciples?" He was broad and accepting of the viewpolnts of all, but
was firm in safeguarding bis teaghings and the spiritual welfare of those who choass SEF
&5 their path.

In Gurudeva's beautiful words at the beginning of this lettar, he has declared his sternal
bond with the organization he founded and murtured. That bond is our cerialinty, and it will
endure, whatever conclustons the courts may draw. Self-Healization Fellowship will alweys
have this mandate given by God and Guru: to make available to all truth-seekers the pure
teachings of Kriya Yoga and to carry on the high ideals and standards set for this soGlety,
Guruji told one of the disciples, “Be steadfost, and remember that the seeds gj'thu work .mzm!

treen planted in the ether by God Himself,” .

In the magnanimous wealth of divine wisdom embodied in our Guru's work. we have
averything we need to know God in this lifetime, Az we and all future disciples strive to
follow in Gurudeva's fookstapa, his spiritual legacy will remain vivid and compelling for the
centuries to come. His message 18 destined to uplift and transform our individual lives and
our world, That is indsed the reason for which he founded Seif-Realization Fellowship,

In the divine love and friendship of God and Gurma,

T
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